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The fact that this Ithaca came from 
Sandusky, Ohio, was at once both sad 
and good news. The economy wasn’t 
kind to Ithaca. After going through 
a series of owners and holding com-
panies, it looked like they would be 
shutting their doors. For a while, pro-
duction stopped, and it appeared not 
only the Deerslayer, but also the great 
Model 37 were gone for good. 

Then in 2005, a company called 
Ithaca Guns LLC of Upper Sandusky, 
Ohio, was formed and purchased the 
assets of the old New York Ithaca. They 
moved the whole shebang to Ohio and 
began building the Model 37 and the 
Deerslayer III on modern equipment 
in a modern plant. It’s a reprieve every 
fi rearms enthusiast should celebrate. 
The new Deerslayer III in 20 gauge is 
worthy of the name. It is gorgeous, slick 
as butter to function and shoots as well 
or better than its predecessor. 

A Looker 
This shotgun reeks quality at fi rst 

sight. The wood is a medium grade 
of walnut, not overly fi gured but with 
enough fi gure to give it character. The 
fore-end on the slide and the grip area 
have ample checkering, cut very fi ne, 
pointed well and beautifully done. 
It looks hand done, but, with today’s 
machinery, it’s hard to tell. 

The comb is raised for scope use, 
and the stock wears a fully functional 
Pachmayr recoil pad, something I 
came to appreciate during testing. A 
nice silver grip cap embossed with the 
fi gure of a dandy drop-tined whitetail 
completes the furniture. All in all, it’s 

the kind of wood any shooter would 
be proud to show. 

The all-steel receiver is nicely fi n-
ished, polished, deep-blued and car-
ries a stamped in fi gure of that same 
buck along with the Deerslayer III 
logo. Wood-to-metal fi t is very nice, 
well above average. All of the exposed 
metal, including the 25-inch barrel, is 
fi nished in deep blue and nicely pol-

ished. I guess it’s a sign of the times, 
but the barrel carries eight deep fl utes 
that run from just forward of the re-
ceiver to within half an inch of the 
muzzle. I hate to admit it, being such 
a traditionalist, but the fl uting really 
looks sharp. I don’t know what it’s 
good for, but it’s nice to look at.

There are no metallic sights on the 
barrel. Instead, the receiver is drilled 
and tapped and fi tted with a Weaver-

style one-piece base. On top of it, 
much to my surprise, sat a Nikon  3-9x 
SlugHunter scope with a bullet-drop  
compensating (BDC) crosshair. This is 
a package option, and an ideal match. 
With scope and base, the gun weighs 
barely over 8 pounds. Unlike its pre-
decessor, this one’s weight will be no 
problem for the still-hunter. MSRP for 
the Deerslayer III is $1,189 — $1,514 
for the package. The scope is bore-
sighted at the factory. 

At the Bench 
The Deerslayer III accepts 3-inch 

shells, and I did include a few in the 
testing. They performed quite well, 
but in the interest of my neuromuscu-
lar system, I confi ned most of the test-
ing to the 2¾-inch ammo. I was able 
to load four 2¾-inch or three 3-inch 
shells, and with either, the gun cycled 
without a hitch. I even mixed them up 
once and got away with it. 

I found the trigger a bit on the 
heavy side at about 5 pounds, but once 
I got used to it, the groups showed 
it. As with any gun, the Deerslayer 
showed clear preferences for certain 
ammo, but what it liked, it liked a lot. 
The chart shows the results. I believe 
the 1-in-24 rate of twist may be the sig-
nifi cant factor in determining which 
brands and styles of slugs fared best, 
but on the whole, they all shot well 
with 3½ inches being the largest group 
and enough sub-2-inchers mixed in to 
safely call that the gun’s average. 

Now, about the two sub-inch groups 
. . . I think I’m sending my check off to 
Ithaca and another off for a supply of 
saboted ammunition. Slug guns don’t 
get any better than this.

Remington Express BuckHammer 
slugs pack a wallop, but  they 
deliver accuracy that makes the stiff  
recoil well worth tolerating. 

Slug Weight Velocity Accuracy
  (feet per second) (inches)

Lightfi eld 3 inch 350 grains 1,585 1.9

Remington Slugger 5/8 ounce 1,460 1.8

Remington Managed Recoil 7/8 ounce 1,304 2.5 (fl ier)

Winchester BRI Sabot  5/8 ounce 1,427 2.2

Winchester Platinum Tip 260 grains 1,694 3.5 (fl iers)

Winchester Dual Bond 260 grains 1,807 2

Winchester Partition Gold 260 grains 1,904 .97

Remington Core-Lokt Ultra 260 grains 1,914 1.8

Remington Buckhammer 1 ounce 1,502 .95
   (heaviest recoil)

Federal Power-Shok 328 grains 1,585 2.7

Federal Truball 3/4 ounce 1,620 1.7

   Range Results

Matched with modern high-tech 
slugs, the Deerslayer III is a safe 
bet, even when a monster buck is 
at stake. 
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